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MEMORIAL TRIBUTE TO BERNARD LONERGAN, S.J. 


Montreal, March 26, 1985 -- A memorial tribute to the late Bernard Lonergan, S.J., 
will be held on Wednesday evening, April 10th 1985, on the Loyola Campus of Concordia 


University. 


The 75-minute tribute will include a eulogy on his life and works by Professor Fred 
Lawrence of Boston College, appropriate readings from his published works, and musical 
renderings of Lonergan's favorite composer, Beethoven. The music will be performed by 
members of the University's Music Departement. 
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Heralded by Time Magazine and Newsweek as "the finest philosophical thinker of 

the 20th century", Lonergan is regarded as one of the world's giants in theological 


thinking. 


He wrote scores of books and articles, but his major writings were Insight: A Study 
of Human Understanding (1957), and Method in Theology (1972). The former text laid the 
groundwork for a general theory of knowledge applicable in chemistry as much as 


theology or economics. 


There are at present 11 Lonergan Research Centres throughout the world. 
Concordia's Lonergan University College also takes its name from the distinguished 


Jesuit philosopher. 


Born in Buckingham, Québec, Lonergan studied at Loyola College before entering 
the Jesuit Novitiate at Guelph, Ontario, in 1922. He studied at Heythrop College, 
Oxford, and obtained a B.A. from the University of London in 1930. He taught Latin and 
Greek at Loyola High School and Loyola College before proceeding to theological studies 
at the Gregorian University in Rome, where he obtained his Doctor of Sacred Theology, 
in 1940. 
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After ordination and post-graduate studies, Lonergan was appointed Professor of 
Systematic Theology in Montreal (1940-46), Toronto (1947-53) and Rome (1953-65). He 
was later named Stillman Professor at Harvard University, and was Visiting Distinguished 
professor of economics at Boston College until illness forced him to retire in 1983. 
Lonergan died on November 27, 1984, three weeks before his 80th birthday. 


Lonergan was a Companion of the Order of Canada and a Corresponding Fellow of 
the British Academy. He also received 17 honorary doctorates during his lifetime, 


including one in 1977 from his alma mater, Concordia University. 


THE BERNARD LONERGAN MEMORIAL TRIBUTE 


Sponsored by Lonergan University College, 
the Loyola Campus Chaplaincy, the Thomas More Institute 


and the Loyola Jesuit Community of Montreal 


DATE : April 10, 1985 
TIME : 8:00 p.m. 
PLACE : Loyola Chapel, 7141 Sherbrooke Street West 


Loyola Campus, Concordia University, Montreal 
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For further information, contact Dr. Mark Doughty, Principal, Lonergan University 
College, Concordia University, (514) 482-0320, ext. 697. 


